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Two siblings have been jailed for 
conspiring with a man to dishon-
estly receive more than $400,000 
derived from scam proceeds.

Rausyan Sajjad Mohamad Rafie, 
24,  and  his  sister,  Shaqilah  Mo-
hamad Rafie, 25, were each jailed 
for 16 months on Thursday after ad-
mitting two charges each of abet-
ment by conspiracy with Nicholas 
Ryan Khoo, 23, to receive a total of 
$441,545 in Khoo Repairs’ DBS cur-
rent account in March 2016.

The money was swindled from a 
Barbados-based  company,  which  
reported  losses  of  $234,000  and  
$206,000 from a bank account.

Two other charges were consid-
ered during sentencing.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Magda-
lene Huang said Shaqilah had been 
living  in  Kuala  Lumpur  with  her  
Nigerian boyfriend David Adewale 
Oladokun, who was part of a syndi-
cate based in the Malaysian capital. 

Oladokun told her that the syndi-
cate  conducted  extortion,  love  
scams and money-wiring scams. 

He said the syndicate needed a 
bank account to receive the money 
they made from scams and tried to 
persuade her to set up a Singapore 
company bank account.

When she returned here in 2015, 
she told Rausyan about her Nige-
rian boyfriend and the syndicate. 
She asked if he had any friends with 
company bank accounts interested 
in earning commission by helping 
the syndicate. 

Rausyan approached his former 

platoon mate Khoo, owner of Khoo 
Repairs, as he knew he had unsuc-
cessfully tried to apply for a govern-
ment grant for his business, and re-
alised  that  Khoo  wanted  to  earn  
money quickly. 

Khoo,  whose  case  is  pending,  
would be able to earn 5 per cent 
commission for providing his com-
pany bank account to receive crimi-
nal proceeds from scams. The sib-
lings  would  each  receive  2.5  per  
cent.

He provided his firm’s account de-
tails to Rausyan, who passed them 
to his sister, the court heard. After 
the money had gone into the ac-
count, Khoo would withdraw it and 
pass it to Rausyan, who would then 
give it to Shaqilah for onward trans-
mission  to  the  syndicate  in  
Malaysia.

In March 2016, the Commercial 
Affairs Department began investi-
gating after a Barbados company, 
Faith  Universal  Investments,  al-
leged that it had been defrauded by 
spoof  e-mail  into  wiring  two  
amounts to Khoo Repairs’ account.

Eleven  unauthorised  transfers  
from Faith’s account were made to 
various  accounts  around  the  
world.

Rausyan’s lawyer Ashwin Ganapa-
thy  said  in  mitigation  that  his  
client’s family was facing financial 
difficulties. 

He said his client had agreed to 
help his sister as he believed she 
had been threatened and physically 
abused by her Nigerian boyfriend.

He also said Rausyan has shown 
extreme  remorse  and  deeply  re-
grets his mistakes.

Pleading for leniency, Shaqilah’s 
lawyer R. Kalamohan said that the 
former  public  relations  officer  
never expected an error in her judg-
ment to cost her and her family so 
much pain and suffering. 

She deeply regrets her actions, he 
added.
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The Agri-Food and Veterinary Au-
thority (AVA) is probing a case of 
pet negligence after nine cats were 
found in deplorable conditions in a 
Boon Lay rental flat.

The Cat  Welfare Society (CWS) 
wrote in a Facebook post on Thurs-
day that it was told about the case 
on Dec 29 last year, and a mediator 
had immediately reported it to vari-
ous agencies.

On top of the terrible conditions, 
the nine cats had no food, CWS said.

In response to queries, AVA said 
yesterday that it was investigating 
the case.

The society said the tenant of the 
flat subsequently abandoned the an-
imals in the void deck, and this was 
spotted  by  a  volunteer  who  had  
been feeding them daily through a 
gap in a window.

The cats,  which  were  not  ster-
ilised, were found “shivering in fear 
downstairs”, said CWS.

A resident has adopted two cats 
while the remaining seven were im-
pounded. AVA is working with CWS 
to rehome them.

Anyone with information on the 
case, such as photos or videos, can 
contact AVA on 1800-476-1600. All 
information  provided  will  be  
treated as confidential, it said.
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Learn more about SIT’s applied
degree programmes at our Open
House, and meet with our students,
staff and faculty. Explore the range of
degree options available and find the
best fit for your future. Games, prizes
and lots of fun activities await you!
We look forward to seeing you this
weekend at our Open House.
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